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Historically, the mode of communication throughout the last three centuries has changed from a mainly oral culture to one that has greater emphasis on the written word. However, with new emerging technologies, the rapid spread of computer-mediated communication has already created noticeable effects on writing styles. 

The promptness, simplicity and cost efficiency with which electronic mail, instant messaging and other means of discourse on the Internet have infiltrated our daily lives has caused people to question its current and future effects on written English and whether or not it is modifying people’s approach to written language. Will the written language continue to be distinctive from speech? Already, “emoticons” and acronyms are being widely used in e-mail, instant messaging, blogs and other similar venues on the Internet, and are spreading to traditional forms of writing.

In conclusion, as computer-mediated communication continues to become more and more accessible to the public, electronic communication may evolve as English has, into two distinct genres of formal and informal writing. 

